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Celia Edwards
Irish Famine Survivor

Ernest Baxter’s grandmother, Celia Edwards (born 1833), was a survivor 
of the Irish famine.

She spent time in the Gorey Workhouse in County Wexford, Ireland, 
before being shipped to Australia in 1849 at the age of 16.

She was selected from amongst orphan girls at the Gorey Workhouse in 
Ireland for export to Australia because she was in good health, disease-
free, could read and write and was trained as a nursemaid.
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Celia Edwards 
In Australia

The ship New Liverpool brought Celia Edwards, along with many other 
Irish orphans girls, to Melbourne in 1849. 

From there she was shipped to Portland, Victoria, on the Raven, where 
work was found for her at Port Fairy (then called Belfast) with W. 
Thompson, earning six pounds over the year.

According to one branch of her descendants, the Jelli family of ‘Tahook’, 
near Warrnambool, Victoria, employed her and she had a child, James by 
one of the sons, Robert Jelli. 

Celia married John Baxter (Ernest’s grandfather) on 7 June 1845. John 
was a widower living in Warrnambool. 

John and Celia’s son John was Ernest’s father.

Celia died on 8 May 1898 and is buried at Warrnambool.

Much of the information on this page was sourced from the Irish Famine Memorial in Sydney  
www.irishfaminememorial.org
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The Gorey 
Workhouse

The Gorey Workhouse has become a trendy private residence — very 
private.

It was originally built in 1840-41, designed by the Poor Law 
Commissioners’ architect, George Wilkinson, to accommodate 500 
‘inmates’.
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The Portumna
Workhouse

Workhouses throughout Ireland were built to the standard designs 
Wilkinson developed.

The Portumna Workhouse in County Galway, currently being restored, 
provides an example of the conditions in these places.

Note: Irish – Port Omna means ‘the landing place of the oak’
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‘Stirabout’ is a porridge of Irish origin consisting of oatmeal or 
cornmeal boiled in water or milk and stirred.
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The refractory wards



Page 20



Page 21


